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	                           Saturday, the 21st of July 2007
Press release

« Alice and the Chess master »

A mysterious game found out from Lewis CARROLL’s book “Alice in Wonderland ?”

Join us during the summer in the Domaine of Lacroix-Laval.




Activities proposed by “Rhone Vacances” according to the chess games, are continuing in the Domaine of Lacroix-Laval (Marcy l’Etoile) and in the lac des sapins (Cublize).

See all details in our press release (5th of July) :

http://www.comite-rhone-echecs.com/rv/com5juillet.doc  (In French)

and http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/photos_rv.html
Furthermore, the Conseil General of Rhone and the Domaine of Lacroix-Laval welcome you during the summer to the event “Gardens and wonders : the mirror of Alice”  http://www.lacroix-laval.com
See more details according to “Alice and the chess master” on our website

http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com
Before starting, let’s quote Lewis CARROLL from ‘The Walking-Stick of Destiny’
Don’t say we didn’t warn you!

The mysterious chess game from the story ‘Alice In Wonderland’ has a lot of codes and different ways of understanding.

Since 1871, the year it was published, this game was secret despite searches by several specialists. It is, actually, a chess game with a checkmate at the end but plays are not always alternated.

However, in 1999, thanks to an exhibition from “l’Ensemble NOAO”  http://www.ensemblenoao.com about Lewis Carroll entitled the “Secret Garden” and in particular the artistic director Isabelle MOULIN SAINT-PIERRE, Christophe LEROY, President of the Comite Rhone Echecs and Delegue General of Lyon Olympique Echecs, started looking for the codes’ meanings by the English writer.

This great adventure started after Isabelle MOULIN SAINT-PIERRE asked Christophe LEROY “Can you tell us what is the meaning of this game ?”

Looking for an answer, experts, specialists and chess players were sent to find out these codes. Christophe LEROY also travelled to Oxford and London “along the path of Lewis CARROLL”.

How can we confirm that these discoveries which were secret have been revealed ? Why was this game secret for so much time ? Why did nobody find out the solution despite the tips given by the author on December 1896, 25 years after the first edition ? 

Christophe LEROY based his searches on a lot of magazines or books which have been sent to the Centre of  Chess Players (3, rue de l’Angile Lyon 5°), a place where games have been played for 17 years by the chess players of the region. He realized that this game was never found out…

He discovered that the English poet was upset because someone refused his proposal of marriage. Finally, he decided to write this second edition.

Thinking that this game was really poetic and deserved to be known and recognized, Christophe LEROY said : “I think this poem is part of the world literary heritage…”

That’s why for several months with a passionate team, he added some tips on his website for people who wanted help in playing chess. That’s why, the leaders of the Domaine of Lacroix-Laval and the Conseil general of Rhone accepted to introduce the event “Alice and the chess master” in their summer program. 

Furthermore, the exhibition of Domaine of Lacroix-Laval “Gardens and wonders : the mirror of Alice” is complementary to understand this wonderful story invented by Charles Lutwidge DODGSON alias Lewis CARROLL. (Visits opened from Tuesday to Sunday from 10AM to 5PM – closed on Monday).

A “Terrasse” beside the exhibition room especially designed for this occasion, shows the visitor how nature is important in Lewis Carroll’s book. (designed by Stephane CROZAT – ethnobotanist). See the summer program on http://www.lacroix-laval.com/actualite.htm.

Finally, after 136 years of expectation (!), you will discover this mysterious game.

That’s why, we welcome you on Wednesday the 25th of July at 4.30PM for the discovery of this riddle and on Sundays the 19th of August and the 16th of September for the “tea party”. You will find roughly ten books of Carroll, a hundred photos and a conference which will bring you back to the 19th century. Ice tea will be offered to all participants. 
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The white pawn (Alice) plays and wins in 11 ves 
	 See the diagram which inspired us

 See the animated diagram

 Learn to play chess with Alice (french)

 Read the preface of the 1896 edition

 Get keys to decode

 See the events planning

 Read the press release of May 24th
 Read the press release of May 28th
 Read the press release of June 1st
 Read the press release of June 5th
 Read the press release of June 12th

 Excerpts of previous conferences


According to the “Tea Party”, a gorgeous mirror’s chessboard of 64sqm has been created in the Domaine of Lacroix-Laval in front of the castle of the 19’s century and his “French” garden.

Set-up and built by employees of the Domaine de Lacroix-Laval, this gorgeous creation is compounded of big mirrors which give us an impression of deepness.

The following link http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/photos_semaine3.html
provides more detail about this lovely creation.

This chessboard has been financed by the Comite Rhone Echecs, donations and several partners of the French federation of chess, regional structures, AXA France region south-east, the company Batignolles South, the Group of Companies from the Paysage Rhone-Alpes and Auvergne, the Hotel Beaulieu, the Championing village of Rillieux, the Maison Courtieu, the bookshop “A plus d’un titre” and the bank Societe Generale, one of the most faithful partners of Comite Rhone Echecs and Lyon Olympique Echecs (for more than 10 years).

Did you know ? By taking a small train from Saint-Paul in Lyon’s 5th quarter, 50 meters from the Comite Rhone Echecs in 3 rue d’Angile, in 12 minutes you can be in Charbonnieres-les- Bains near the castle of the Domaine de Lacroix-Laval.

See the “Alice and the chessmaster” program at the following link : 

http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/eng/events.pdf
Furthermore, a very important philatelic exhibition on the theme of Alice and the chess game has been set up in the Headquarters of the Comite Rhone Echecs.

Visits are open until the 30th of July and from September the 1st to September the 30th from 2PM to 6.30PM.

If you are interested to get some stamps or envelopes about the “Alice and the chess master” event, you can order it from http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/boutique.html.

If you need more explanations about the stamp and its design, you can get it on http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com/docs/timbre.doc

Comité Rhône Echecs - 3, rue de l’Angile  - 69005 LYON – Téléphone  04 78 28 85 87 - Télécopie 04 78 28 53 88

E-mail : comiterhoneechecs@wanadoo.fr 

Sites : http://www.comite-rhone-echecs.com  -  http://www.open-rhone-echecs.com - http://www.echecs-histoire-litterature.com
Site de jeu d’échecs en ligne conseillé par le Comité Rhône Echecs : http://www.ludissimo.com
