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Building a wonderland
By Malcolm Pein
Last Updated: 12:01am BST 23/05/2007
If you happen to be holidaying in the Rhône Valley this summer then I can recommend a trip to an exhibition entitled Gardens and Wonders: The mirror of Alice being staged at a 19th century château in the Park of Lacroix-Laval.

The Rhône Chess Federation, in co-operation with the management of the château, are creating a 64-square-metre chess board with giant mirrors which will depict chess games and scenes from Alice in Wonderland. 

There will also be a chess philately exhibition and marble chess sets in the grounds for members of the public to play on. 

A couple of miniatures : in both, one side appeared to be in cloud cuckoo land.

V Belov (2600) - V Akopian (2700)
Aeroflot Open Moscow (5) - Ruy Lopez Marshall
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 0-0 8.c3 d5 9.d4 exd4 10.e5 Ne4 11.Nxd4 (11.cxd4 is the main line)
11...Nxe5 12.Bf4 Bf6 13.Bxe5 Bxe5 14.Nf3 (Bxd5 appears to be a strong threat but Black has seen it all)
14...Bg4! 15.Qxd5 (Now if 15.Bxd5 Bxf3 16.gxf3 Nxf2 17.Kxf2 Qh4+ 18.Ke2 Qxh2+ 19.Kd3 Rad8 wins; or 15.Bxd5 Bxf3 16.Qxf3 Qxd5 17.Rxe4 Rad8 18.Re1 Qxf3 19.gxf3 Rfe8 threatening Bxh2+ with a big advantage in the endgame)
15...Bxf3 16.Qxe5 Qh4! 17.Rxe4 (17.Rf1 Qg4 18.g3 Qh3 mates)
17...Qxe4 18.Qxe4 Bxe4 19.Nd2 Bb7 0-1 Black centralises his rooks and the endgame is lost.

	Akopian
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Belov

Final position after 19...Bb7



S. Vysochin – T. Zinoviev 
Ukrainian Team Ch Alushta 
Sicilian c3


1 e4 c5 2 c3 d5 3 exd5 Qxd5 4 d4 Nc6 5 Nf3 e5 6 Nxe5 Nxe5 7 dxe5 Qxe5+ 8 Be3 Nf6 9 Bb5+ Bd7 10 Bxd7+ Nxd7 11 Qa4 Qe6 12 Na3 Bd6? 13 0-0-0 0-0? 14 Qc4! 1-0 Black loses a piece after Qd5.

	Zinoviev
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Vysochin

Final position after 14.Qc4
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